AMBITION                        241.
the temptations of power an'd publicity are very
strong, and because too high a value is set
upon worldly success. It is a plainer and
simpler duty for those who wish to act rightly,
and who have formed a deliberate idea of their
own limitations, to refuse great positions humbly
and seriously, if they know that they will be
unequal to them.
Of course I knew that I should be reproached
with indolence and even cowardice. I knew that
I should be supposed to be one of those con-
sistently impracticable people who insist on going
off at a tangent when the straight course lies
before them. That I should be relegated to the
class of persons who have failed in life through
some deep-seated defect of will. The worst of
a serious decision of the kind is that, whichever
step one takes, one is sure to be blamed. I
saw all this with painful clearness, but it is
better to be arraigned before the tribunal of
other men's consciences than to be condemned
before one's own. It is better to refuse and
be disappointed, than to accept and be dis-
appointed. Failure in the course marked out,
in the event of acceptance, would have been
disastrous, not only to myself but to the in-
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